
HELP IS ON ITS WAY...
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Founded in 2013 by visual artists Mark 
Long and Mark Oliver, Pencil & Help is 
an expanding arts education practice 
with years of experience working in 
school and community settings; and 
in the professional field of art and 
illustration.



We work with a range of partners 
across the field of arts education to 
design and deliver projects in a variety 
of settings.  

We have worked alongside children 
and adults, from Primary and 
Secondary age children (including 
those with special educational 
needs), through Higher Education and 
Professional Development staff training, 
to families and community groups 
including vulnerable adults

Clockwise from top left: 
Vittoria Primary school, ‘The Big Draw’ 2011, Southwold 
Road Supported Living Scheme, The V&A Museum.



Through the wide spectrum of projects 
that we work on, we particularly enjoy 
responding to a specific brief, putting 
thought into addressing the needs of 
each individual situation we encounter. 

In many situations, we have paid 
special attention to meeting curriculum 
targets such as literacy, numeracy and 
science

Edith Neville Pimary School: Cover and spread from story 
books made by year 5 students as part of ‘Picture It’ in 
conjunction with the House of Illustration.



Bigger than the Earth, it has been 
raging for over 300 years!

The ‘Great Red Spot’ 
on Jupiter is a giant storm...

Maintaining a high quality in 
everything we do is a guiding principle 
of our work as Pencil and Help.  

This goes from the initial thought we 
put into developing a strategy for 
approaching each project; through to 
ensuring that the creative process of 
the workshop itself is significant, and 
rewarding for those taking part.  

It is important to us that those 
participating in our workshops have 
the experience of real creative 
engagement, and where possible 
gain new skills, perspectives and 
experiences.  
We value this opportunity to share 
and develop our skills and experience 
through delivering workshops and 
participatory art projects.

Above: Double page spread from a book of facts about 
Space illustrated by year 5 students from Sir John Cass 
Primary School. Right: Praxinoscope animation workshop 
delivered as part of the The Big Draw’s ‘Big Splash’.



In particular- this dedication to quality 
extends to the tangible outcomes that 
remain after a project is complete.

We have enjoyed the process of using 
our skills and knowledge as artists 
and designers to produce beautiful 
publications such as books, maps 
and posters with our project partners 
and workshop participants.

We also take pride in producing clear 
and professional web and digital media 
outcomes reflecting the work that has 
gone into a project; 

Presenting the outcomes in a format 
which is accessible to an audience 
beyond the scope of those immediately 
involved with the project is extremely 
important to us.

Above: An illustrated map and guide to Stratford and its 
history by Stratford Primary school students in conjunction 
with A New Direction and dunded by Heriatge Lottery. 
Right: Spread and cover of an A-Z of electrical items by 
Year 3 students of Vittoria primary school



ILLUSTRATING 
SCIENCE 
RESOURCE

BOOK
THE HOUSE OF ILLUSTRATION
ILLUSTRATED IDEAS FOR 
INCORPORATING CREATIVE 
PRACTICE INTO THE 
KS2 SCIENCE CURRICULUM

Whether through delivering quality and 
innovative project outcomes,  teaching 
and learning resources, or integrated 
professional development sessions- 

we work hard to ensure that our 
projects leave a legacy that extends 
their value beyond the completion of 
the work.

Illustrating Science workshops and artwork: The outcomes 
of the project resulted in a  resource book to aid future 
teaching and learning. Project instigated and managed  by 
the House of illustration.



We know that sometimes learning can 
be a challenge...
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...that is why we try very hard to 
engage students with our projects 
and make them as fun as we 
possibly can!



Pencil & Help has been established 
to build on the experience we 
have gained over recent years as 
professional artists and educators.  

We are expanding our practice 
to incorporate collaborations with 
professionals in the fields of art, 
animation, illustration, design and 
photography; and to develop our 
range of partners to work with business 
in their work with communities; with 
museums and galleries to develop 
engagement with their work; and to 
work directly with funding organisations 
on our own self- initiated projects.



www.pencilandhelp.co.uk
info@pencilandhelp.co.uk
+44 (0) 7957 594 381
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